
TEXT of TALK By REP. JOHE FOGARTY, (D. ,R.I .  ) 
A t  Eighth Anma1 Presentat ion of Albert 
Lasker Medical Journalism Awards, 
Ambassador Hotel, New York City, May 1. 

"HOPE FOR TH3 mrruRE IT? MEDICAL RESEARCH" 

Lacies and Gentlemen: 

I am glad t o  be here to-day t o  take part i n  the presentat ion of the Albert  

Lasker awards %o t he  men who have done so much i n  newspaper, magazines and the 

radio and t e l ev i s ion  world f o r  medical research and public health.  

I a m  gla6 because I would l i k a  t o  o f f e r  my congratulations t o  the winners 

o f  these mards  for  t h e i r  achievements i n  1.956 bu.t, a l so ,  became it gives me the 

opportunity t o  speak t o  tne medical press as a :?hole and t o  anderline t o  than -- 
from the  point  o f  view o f  2 worklag Congressnan -- now much yet  remains t o  be 

done i f  we are t o  win the  f igh t  agaizst cancer and hear t  disease and the other 

ravaging diseases of mankin6 -- i n  a reasonable length of  time. 

To be sure,  we have made a goo6 deal  o f  progress i n  the  pas t  ten years. 

am espec ia l ly  familiar with the d e t a i l s  of t h a t  perlod of  t i l e  Secause I have 

been c lose ly  associated with medical resesrch i n  Congress as a member of the appro- 

pr i a t ions  subcomilttee on Health, Education and Tielfare .  

year as a mem5er of t he  subcorni t tee  and the seventh year of those eleven that I 

have had the honor of  serving as I ts  chairman an4 of  bringing t o  the f loor  of the 

House of Representatives the  appropriations b i l l  f o r  research an6 t r a in ing  in the 

f i e l d  o f  pabl ic  health.  

I 

This is  my eleventh 

During those years I have vi tnessed many medical triumphs. I have seen the 

signal e f f e c t  of streptomycin on t u b e r c - l o s i s  and then the drematic drop i n  the 

death r a t e  from t h a t  6isease with the  discovery of the isoniazide drugs. 

I have seen the  discovery of  the  cause of blindness in prematurely born 

babies -- re t rolental .  f ib roplas ia ,  the  medical men c a l l  it -- and the  v i r t u a l  

elimination of that f G m  of i n fan t  blinchess. 
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I have seen t h e s u l f a k u g s  a r r ive .  I have seen the  pol io  vaccine, the  

a t i b i o t i c s ,  tlie t r anqd i l l i z ing  drugs i n  hear t  disease and mental i l l n e s s  and 

t'ne electron-microscope i n  i t s  apyl icat ion t o  bac ter ia  and virus,  and I am great-  

ly encouraged by these milestones i n  medical progress. 

But the most irnpressive, and t o  ae> t he  most i rqo r t ac t  eccom$-ishent o f  

the pas t  t en  years i s  that during t h a t  ?eriod, as a r e s u l t  o f  a l l  these medical 

discoveries,  f i ve  years cf l i f e  have been aeded 2 the span of every inn; x m a n  

and child i n  America! --- 
That, t o  me,  i s  the  most vivid and most Ei;rEphic way we can s m ~  ug t he  pro- 

gress we have made i n  a decade. ;- chi12 born to-day can expect t o  l i v e  f ive  years 

longer than a ch i ld  5orn t en  years age! 

T h i s  ned lca lmi rac l e  has more meaning t o  me t h n  the invention of  the  

telephone o r  the radio o r  the  autcmobile o r  the  airplane.  

tnose invmt ions  vas h i s t o r i c  and had far reaching e f f e c t s  on our way of  l i e n & ,  

they touched only the  periphery of  our l i v e s  vh i l e  here i s  somathing t h a t  a f f ec t s  

d i r e s t l y  and clearPur the  most I?m&.mental and precious possession we have, 

l i f e  i t se l f .  

For while each of 

-- 

A s  w e  look beck o-rer t h a t  decade we can sse t h a t  the benef i t s  t h a t  floved 

t o  us cane about by the cambined e f f c r t s  of a grea t  many people and a grea t  many 

forces. 

There were the  cloctors themselves of coxrse, who worked with unremitting 

t o i l  under great  handicaps. 

f'unds t o  undenrrite sone of t'ne vork, and there  was t ? e  f e d e r d  govem.nent which 

acknowledged i t s  respons ib i l i ty  and apQro2riated fui2s t o  s iqport  these e f for t s .  

There were dedicated leaders  l i k e  the la te  Albert h s k e r ,  i n  whose name these 

awards a r e  being made to-day, who stimulated both pr iva te  and public scurces t o  

s t r i v e  for new and higher goals, and his  wife, Mrs. Mary Lasker wha i s  ca r r j i ng  on 

Tk=ere m r e  the  voll.mtary agencies vhich ras ied  the 

the  same work to-day and who i s  the  most eminent non-medical worker f o r  p 3 l i c  

hea l th  i n  the  nation. 



And f i n a l l y  t5ere  a re  you gentlemen who a r e  t o  receive these awards, and 

y9v.r col leagies ,  who every day i n  the  year wri te  s t o r i e s  and o f fe r  presen5ations 

t h a t  br ing home t o  the  American people what has been done i n  medicine and vhst  

remains t o  be Sone if we are t o  a l l e v i a t e  h m m  suffer ing and f o r e s t a l l  ea r ly  

death. 

It i s  i n  yo7.x hands, I '3elieve, the5 8 grza t  deal of our hope for tk:e 

future  must rest. For IO'?, more than e-ex-, : r i t n  a s ~ m d  medical program c f f  

4. &.e gromd we xQst get  a xessage zcz-oss t= E:=? 2 e q k  SO that tiley i r l l l  s q g o r t  

tine progl-m moi-e fully End give it :he c k n - z  i5 u3eds f x  Its ult imate and 

speedy success. 

I s a i d  a fev n i m t e s  ago t';rat I ; 7 c - ~ l c ?  l i k e  to t a l l  t c ?  you as E ;Torking 

Zongresman. I meant as a congr2ssnan vhs w;rks i n  the saxe g m e r a l  f i 3 ld  l n  the  

f ranewrk  of the  l eg i s l e tu re  as you do i n  Journalism, the  field of mec?l:al re-  

search and a l l  its c o l l a t o r a l  aspects.  

'?hen I beg= my a s s i p m n f ,  w i 5 i  t h e  cor;ni-?tee o f  whicli I chairinan, 1 

vas smevhat  shocked t o  f ind  how l i t t i e  i n t e r e s t  there was ir, the  q y - c 2 r i a t i o n  

f o r  public h e d t h  and even more s.;-rprlsed t o  f i n i  hc-. l i t t l e  knowledge there  w a s .  

A handful of cong~-ess=ien, hxrever, kai! a deep and s incere  convlctiou that a sub- 

s t a n t i a l  e f f o r t  by tile federa l  gcvemaent vas necessary i n  t h i s  field., t i e d  i n  

v i t h  the  p e r a l l e l  i~ork o f  t h e  v311mtaqr agencies. 

and on the  floor of  the  trouse and year by ye=r the a?y-oprIrztim T7as i rcreased -- 
fmm 8 mil l ion ciollarz i n  (E) 1947 t o  

Ezch yezr It seemed t o  me, there  TmLild be more acceptance o f  the soundness 

The;- vorked harc? i n  c o m i t t e e  

183 m i l l i o n  iiollzrs i n  (2)  1957. 

of a l i b e r a l  approach t o  the  pro'clenl aE2 Indeed, ezch year t i e  medical representa- 

t i v e s  of  the  voluntary agencies came to 'las'nlngton t o  t e s t i 3 y  for fqmc?s, they 

found it herd t o  beLie-Je thaz there  7:ould be ozposition t o  s m h  a ikmonstrably 

w o r t h - w h i l e  progran. Yet o p p s i t i o n  there  vas -- a r t i c u l a t e  and pe r s i s t en t ,  and 

ezch yeer a n e w  battle kad t o  be fought, i n  conxittee and QI tne  f loor ,  t o  make 

any fomard  movement a t  a l l .  
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The medical men seemed t o  f e e l  t h a t  time would take care of  it. It vas 

t h e l r  view t h a t  as the  members of Congress came t o  appreciate tine merits of  :he 

progmm it would soon Seconie a problem only of spe l l ing  out the  amount t h a t  vas 

necessary t o  be appropriated each year and tbe  r e s u l t  would be automatic, -- the  

funds would be voted. 

couldn’t share t h e i r  op tb i sm nor could I share t h e i r  f a i t h  In  sorae of my con- 

servative colleagues. I t o l d  them it VBS my oim comic t ion  <hat mmy of the m m -  

bers of Congress would not respond favJrab1:- to t h i s  kind o f  appropriation -.:nless 

there  was i n t e r e s t  ewressed  a t  haw. h d  iiz5erest a t  hoKe nozlS! 9ot  be e q e c t e d  

t o  c r y s t a l l i z e  u n t i l  the  people themselves knew %he progmls  b e t t e r ,  the  accom- 

plishments t o  date,  and the  b h e 2 r i n t  fer the f-Jture. 

Being a l i t t l e  c loser  t o  t‘ne parliaTentary P ic ture  I 

T h a t  I a m  sure  i s  exact ly  the  s i t c a t i o n  to-day an& that, i s  why I say t o  

you men of  t he  press  and radio and te lev is ion  that t o  ti grea ter  extent  t:lan you 

suspect, the f G t u r e  c f  cedrca l  research, 30th piiblic and pr ivate ,  r e s t s  i n  your 

hands and depends on you 2nd yoar mei l ia  f o r  i t s  Sas ic  impetus. 

A fev weeks ago I took the the  f loor  of  the House t o  present the  195e q- 

propriat lon bill f o r  hezlt3,  education and welf i re .  Thls i s  a b i l l  t h a t  c a l l s  

f o r  t he  a p r o n r i a t i o n  of  abo-Jt 2.8 b l l l i o n  dol lars .  

hearings had Seen held with h n d r e d s  D f  x i tnesses  zppearing. All -.rere competent 

experts a d  the  inein5ers o f  the  ccmmitt-e ;.rere elmerlenced i n  the  sxbjects  they 

were dealing :iith. 

the  Tull  committee on appropriations,  and coming ou’; on the f loo r  it was reason- 

ab le  t o  expect, as i s  usual ly  the  case, the  b i l l  would be debatel! and passed i n  

f ive  o r  s i x  l e g i s l a t i v e  hours 2s it has i n  recent, years. But l a s t  monkh t‘ne 

b i l l  t h a t  -,izis introduced on the 26Yn of Mzrcl.1 was not conplezed snd Passed u n t i l  

the  4th cf ligTil, an elzpszd time of t en  days o r  e ight  LeTislative days of deba2e 

and discussion. 

More than tr:.o months of 

Each p a r t  o f  the  b i l l  :ELS discussed i n  tne subcomLttee and 



And why did it take s i x  or seven times as long as it usual ly  takes t o  pass 

t h i s  b i l l ?  

Congress t o  cu t  tihe funds i n  the  b i l l ,  including general  i t e m  of heal th  and the  

items for the  PJational I n s t i t u t e s  of  Health. 

Because of the concerted, pe r s i s t en t  e f f o r t s  of a la rge  group i n  

It may be hard f o r  most people to understand, bu t  fourteen amendments were 

prepared t o  cu t  t'ne funds for Cancer, ZIeart Disease, Mental I l l nes s ,  Neurology, 

A r t h r i t i s ,  Infect ious Diseases, Dentistry,  research const-ruction and other such 

i t e m s .  It TJES only by grea t  e f f o r t  and good f o r t m e  t h a t  these cuts  were not 

real ized.  

O n  March 23th, with the  labor  sect ion of the  3 i l l  disposed of, an amend- 

ment t o  cu t  flmds f o r  l i b r a r y  services  was i n t roawed  and defeated somewhat 

narrowly. Then an aiiendment t o  cu t  grants t o  the states fo r  general  heal th  was 

introduced and defeated by not too grea t  a maFgin. Following t h a t  an amendment 

t o  cu t  funds fo r  t h e  contribution or' hospi ta ls ,  ( the Hill-Burton progray) was 

introduced and defea5ed, again Sy a rnargin thet vas not too substant iz l .  In  f a c t  

the exact vote on this mencment vas 106 t o  126, so the aStempt t o  cut  tile 

hospi ta l  constmction program vas defeated by o n l j  twenty votes. 

ment was then introduces t o  cLt f a ~ d s  fo r  Indian heal th  f a c i l i t i e s  and t h i s  too 

was beaten. 

Ano<her mend- 

T'e next i-cerns i n  t'ne bill were t'ne I n s t i t u t e s  OF Health, beginning with 

t h e  Cancer I n s t i t u t e ,  and it was f u i l g  Etxpected t h a t  these programs would face 

the  same kind of menchents became ail an:iomceaent t o  that  e f f e c t  had been made 

a few days e a r l i e r  and the  amenhents had been nrepared fo r  introi iwtion.  

But i n  the l i g h t  of t he  deceat 0;' four suzcessi-re amendments, even t'nough 

the  margins of defeat were not large,  t he  onTosition c o l l q s e d  and the  aiiendiients 

were not presented, so  the  medical research programs remained in t ac t .  But I give 

you my word, on the  s t rength  of my seventeen years i n  Congress, had those four 

amendments prevai led -- and the;. were defeated by slim margins -- the  amendments 
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cut t ing  medical research woiild have been introduced and they m i g h t  have carr ied,  

too. 

That i s  how close a c a l l  we had t h i s  year i n  s p i t e  of the  f ine progress 

tinat has been made with the  ntrds expended i n  previous years. 

,'md so I say t o  you men of the  public media again, you can make a grea t  

contribution t o  the czilse of  publ ic  hea l th  by p u r  in te rpre ta t ion  and explanation 

o f  t'ne considerations. I an sure  i n  my o m  mFnd t h a t  most people .rat these pro- 

grms, but  I  an^ a f r a i d  they clon't undershnd $hem fully enough t o  be mil i t an t  i n  

t h e i r  support of $hem. 

A s  we look tovard the  fu ture  we czn see t h z t  a great  deal  re:aai;ls t o  be 

done. 

s teps  i n  medical research when we cons2der the  magnitude of t i e  problein and its 

complexity. 

;de have t o  a&znit t h a t  ve have r e a l l y  taken only thz f irst  ?e:: f z l t e r ing  

F i r s t ,  we m i s t  eq2and the 2rogrz.m of basic  research so tha t ,  concurrent 

with the  t e s t i n g  o f  drugs and improvements i n  su rg ica l  technigues, rre can work 

"award an unL.erstanding of the  fun&.mea-hl causes o f  these diseases. 

Second, isre nus t  expand the cetegorizal  pogx-31:is InLivic?.;ally so that more 

highly t r a ined  men can move a t  more rapid spee2 i n  l'ollo~ving proxlslng leads i n  

t h e i r  respective fields.  

Thcrd, we mist produce more doctars and t r z i n  xore  of these doctors i n  the  

categorical  f i e l d s  because :re no:r have a shortage of  general 2 rac t i t i one r s  and 

research s p e c i a l i s t s  es ire11. 

Fourth, we mst cooperate v i th  industry i n  the development of  highly com- 

p l i ca t ed  and de l ica te  machLn2i;T t o  k1-g the  inedical i-esearch Zen i n  t h e i r  evalua- 

t i o n  of s c i e n t i f i c  p'nenomena. 

F i f th ,  we rmst provide the physlzal  plants i n  which research is  t o  be done 

and the  t h i r t y  c i i l i o n  do l l a r  a year p rogrm we s t a r t e d  last year, and have con- 

t inued th i s  year, i s  a good start  i n  t h a t  direct ion.  
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And f ina l ly ,  we must explain the  value and the  meaning of these programs 

Ve, i n  Congress, don't  b o w  how much it t r i l l  cos2 t o  carry the t o  the people. 

medical research programs t o  t h e i r  conclusion but for myself I can say t o  yo-a 

t h a t  I will pro2ose whatever s'ms a re  necessary. 

my colleaguzs I need - your help i n  - your f i e ld .  

here to-day r e f l e c t  the a t%i tude  of medical joLx-nalists in general, then I knov 

we can look t o  E brig% md hopef-;l future. :te ca,n lo& confidently t o  t'ne dzy 

i n  the n s t  too d i s t en t  f u t u r e  when t h e  ki113.ng and crlp?ling diseases will be 

mastered and tne  h e r i c a n  people - , . r i l l  nace %he 'ne&.th and the  ha2plness t o  which 

they a re  en t i t l ed .  

I thank you. 

To ge t  t he  support of  most of 

If the  men vho are receiving auards 


